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PO3KJIAZ BOT'OC/IIYXKIHb

Ceama TaiiHa Cnoegidb wyoHedini 8id 9:30 - 9:50

XOBTEHb
20 - 17-ta Heajina nicna Tpoiui. Mitypria 10:00.
26 — Cy6oTta. Bmu. AumunTpis ConyHcbkoro. flitypria 10:00
27 - 18-ta Hegina nicna Tpownui. Nitypria 10:00.

NNCTONAQ,
3- 19-a Hegina nicna Tpoui. flitypria 10:00. Y aoBOX MoBax.

8 — M'atHnuA. Nitypria 10:00. ApxucTtpaTtura Muxaina i Bcix
HebecHunx Cun 6e3nn0THUX.

10 - 20-a Heaina nicna Tpoiiui, Nitypria 10:00.

13 - Cepepga. Csr. IBaHa 3onoToycTtoro. Jlitypria 10:00.
15 - N'ATHULA. NOYATOK PI134BAHOIO NOCTY.

17 - 21-a Hepins nicna Tpoiui. Nitypria 10:00

21 - YetBep. BeegeHHAa y Xpam MNpecsAaToi boropoamu,i.
Nitypria 10:00.

24 - 22-a Hegins nicnsa Tponui. Nitypria 10:00
30 — Cyb6ota. Anoctona AHapia Mepso3BaHHoro. Jlitypria 10:00

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Confession every Sunday 9:30 — 9:50 am

OCTOBER
20 - 17" Sunday after Trinity. Liturgy at 10:00 am.
26 — Saturday. Great Martyr Demetrius. Liturgy at 10:00 am.
27 - 18" Sunday after Trinity. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

NOVEMBER
3 -19" Sunday after Pentecost. Bilingual Liturgy at 10:00 am.

8 — Friday. Archangel Michael & all the Bodiless Hosts.
Liturgy at 10:00 am.

10 - 20" Sunday after Trinity. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

13 — Wednesday. St. John Chrysostom. Liturgy at 10:00 am
28 - Friday. Beginning of the Nativity Fast.

17 — 21%* Sunday after Pentecost. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

21 —Thursday. The Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the
Temple. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

24 — 22" Sunday after Pentecost. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

30 — Saturday. Apostle Andrew the First-called. Liturgy at 10:00
am.

NoTpebytoTb Hawmx monuTtoB: Teopaocia basep, EsreHia Miasucoupbka, KOnisa MNywkap, CtedaHis LesuyK, JaHnno i AHTOHIHa
CreunwimH, Oneca Bonoulyk, Mapycsa 3umoBelb, Opint Manuyk, FanmHa Bakynin, Mapisa Asuraiino MutnHcbka, OkcaHa yHKo, Codin
OnAHcbKa, AHHa Jlax, OkcaHa XaH, AHHa Kaum lyaac, AiaHa FlonosHuy, MapiaHHa lMigsucoupbka.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Jennie Pidwysocky, Julie Puszkar, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Lesia
Voloshchuk, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo Zytynsky, Oksana Hunko, Sophie Oliansky, Anna
Lach, Oksana Chan, Anna Klym Dudas, Diana Holovnych, Maryann Pidwysocky.




MAPA®IAJBHI IIO/II TA OTOJIOIIEHHA

BPATCTBO XPUCTUAHCbKOIO MUNOCEPAA: Piuni 360pu BiadyayTbca B Heainto, 3-ro amcronaga 2024 p. o 13:00 nicns Nityprii B
LLepKOBHil 3ani. 3anpollyemMo HOBUX OCib, AKi 3aLikaBneHi BCTynuTK Ao bpaTcTBa. 3a A0AaTKOBMMU iHOpMaLismK, 3BepHITbCA A0
ronosu OneHu lena 514-626-1625. Mepen 36opamu byae obia.

LLEPKOBHMIM XOP: PeneTuii xopy no Heainax o 9:00 Ta 13:00. 3a iHpopmaLjamu 3eepTaiitecs Ao ManvHu Basepuak (514) 620-
9494. 3anpoLyeMo HOBUX XopuUcTiB!

3YCTPIY 3A KABOWO: LLloHeaini nicns NiTyprii B LLepKOBHIM 3ai 3anpoLLyemo BCix barkatoumx Ha KaBy, Yalt i conoake Ta Ao
POAMHHOIO CMiIKYBAHHA.

BIABIAUHU XBOPUX: npuragyto, WO AKLLO XTOCh i3 Hawux napadifaH noTpanus A0 NiKapHi, 3BepTatoca 40 POAMHU NOBIAOMUTH
0. Bonogmmmpa. TakoK nosigomTe HacToATens Koam ocoba byna BUNMcaHa 3 AiKapHi Yn 40 cTapeyoro 6yamHKy.

HEAINbHA LLKONA NPU NAPA®IT: HasuaHHa penirii 3 10:00 - 10:45 B LepKOBHiIl 3ani. 3anpoLyemo. 3a A0AaTKOBOIO
iHpopmauieto 3BepTaliTeca Ao o. Bonogummnpa 514-947-2235.

3ATAJIbHA IHOOPMALIA

Kypc PosmosHoi ¢ppaHLy3bKoi Mosu: [osigomnsemo Bac npo Te, Wo y napadiasbHomy mysei im. Matpiapxa Mocuda Cninoro
(6175A — 10 Avenue, Montréal QC H1Y 2H5) npu uepksi YcneHHs Boxkoi MaTepi, KoxHoro BisTopka 3 14:00 go 15:30 naH npodecop
Ensapa NoTBOPOBCKI Mae 6e3KOLITOBHUI KYpC PO3MOBHOI ¢ppaHLLy3bKOi MoBU. Npocnumo baskatoumx.

KOHTAKTHA IHOOPMALIA: sKwo BM NOMiHANM abo MaeTe HaMip 3MiHUTU CBOKO AOMALLIHIO Y/ €/IEKTPOHHY alpecy, 3BepHiTbCA [0
o6y NykKac (Ipukas@bell.net), wob B LLepKoOBHOMY peecTpi byna Balua BipHa agpeca.

LLLO6 AONOMOITU BALLIN LEPKBI, BU MOXETE 3 3A JONOMOIOO L|IEI MPOrPAMM (PAD), BE3MOCEPEAHBLO 3 BALLOIO
BAHKIBCbKOIO PAXYHKY:

JonomosKiTb CBOI LIepKBi, NpUeAHaBLLMCH A0 Liei nporpamu (PAD).

[na Bawwoi 3py4HOCTI Ta NiATPMMKM Bawoi Lepksn, BYb JIACKA, po3rnaHbTe MOXAMBICTb NPUEAHATMCA 40 HAWOI nporpamu PAD.
(POPMMW HA Bebcaimt www.stsophiemontreal.com).

He 3abyBaitTe, icHyOTb MOTO4YHI BUTPATK, HEOBXiAHI ANA NiATPMMKK Bawoi napadii. | nvwe yepes perynapHiCTb MU MOXKEMO
3abe3neynTn cTabinbHicTb Ta GiHaHCOBUIA PICT HALWWOT LEePKBU HE TiIbKK ANs Tenep, ane Aaa y manbyTHbomy.

YNEHCbKA BK/IAAKA: Y 2024 pouji KoHcucTopia YKpaiHCbKOi NpaBociaBHOI LepKeu B KaHagi nigsuiLmMna YneHcbKi BHECKM Ha S5, a
cxigHa enapxia - Ha $10. Y 3B'A3Ky 3 UMMM 3MiHAMK, Ha PIYHUX 3aranbHUX 360pax Halwoi napadii 3 6epesHa 2024 poky 6yno
NPUAHATO pilleHHA NPO 36i/blUEeHHA YNEHCbKMX BHECKiB Ha 2024 pik A0 $225 Ha ogHy 0coby. AKLWO BX CNIAYYETE YNEHCbKI BHECKM
3a BCIO POAMHY, TO Balli BHECKM CKAaAaTUMyTb $225 x 2 = $450. Byab nacka, 3BepHiTb yBary Ha Lo iHbopmaL,ito.

MNEPEKA3ATU NOXEPTBY A/11 LLEPKBU ABO 3AMNJIATUTU CBOKO YNEHCBKY BKNAAKY: HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org abo
MO3KHa BMUCciaTh Yepes “Interac e-Transfer” Ha agpecy stsophiemtl@gmail.com. [na e-Transfers 6yab nacka BUKOPUCTOBYITE
naposnb church. [akyemo 3a Bawwi wupi noxepTsu.

Yu BapTO XpUCTUAHAM CBATKYBAaTHU XeJJIOBiH?

MNoaymanmo, o cnaflae Ha AyMKY, KOAW BU AyMaEeTe Npo XennoBiH, NPo aCOPTUMEHT AeCATUPIYHOT AaBHUHU CKeNeTiB, Lo
TaHUOIOTL?

Cnig, ckasaTtu, WO no4YaTky XeioBiHa cAratoTb aXk 10 rPynu KeAbTCbKUX ASUYHUKIB, AKi }KUAW B 3a/1i3HOMY Billi, AKUIA BUHUK i3
noraHcbkoro putyany CamaiiH. Lle ctapoaBHe cBATO 6y10 TPUAEHHUM, CTBOPEHUM KenbTamu B MNiBHIYHIM EBponi. Y nepeknaai



Cy4acHOto ipaHAcbKo «CamxenH» 03Ha4YaE «KiHeub fiTay.

OmKe, pecTnBanb 6yKBaNbHO 3HAMEHYBAB 3aBEpPLUEHHSA NiTa Ta MOYATOK HOBOro ce3oHy. CnoyaTKky CamaitH maB y cobi noraHcbKi
KOpPEHi Yepes }KepTBONPUHOLIEHHS, HaBiTb, BY/IM BUNAAKM, | NIOACBKUX.

MpoTtarom ctonite CamainH icHyBaB y MyToBaHUX popmax NpnbansHo ao 609 poky Hawoi epu, Koau MNana BoHidauiii IV 3acHyBaB
[JeHb ycix cBATUX, W6 Big3HaYaTK oro nepes, NitTom. [leHb BCiX CBATMX NONATAE y CBATKYBaHHI MyYeHUKIB i CBATUX, AKi BiAQanmM CBOE
KUTTA 33 XPUCTUAHCBKY Bipy. Mi3Hiwe Mana Pumcbkuit Mpuropin lll nepeHic cBATKYBaHHA Ha OCiHHIl ce30H, Wo 36iraeTbcs 3
CamaitHom.

3 pokamu [eHb yCix CBATUX NPOAOBXKUB CBOIO €BOJIIOLLIIO B CydacHe CBATKYBaHHA XennoBiHa. *epTteonpuHolleHHsa CamaliHa
nepeTBOPUANCA HA XeNNOBiH, AKE MAE KOPIHHA B A3UYHULbKOMY CBATKYBAHHI.

AK HaM XpUCTUAHAM CTaBUTUCA A0 LbOro ceATa? Ons 6aratbox XPUCTUAHCLKMX CMiIbHOT € TPM OCHOBHI BigNoBiAi Ha XennoBiH.
Mo3KHa 3 YNeBHEHICTIO CKa3aTy, Wo XeNn0BiH € OAHWUM i3 HalbBiNbLL PEKNAaMHUX | KyNIbTYPHUX CBAT Y HALLOMY KaneHaapi.

32 OCTaHHIMM CTaTUCTUMHUMM AaHUMMK, BUTPATU Ha XennosiH y 2023 poui BnepLue nepesuwman 12 minbapAais gonapis iy
MaibyTHbOMY y4acTb Y CBATI Xen/0BiHA AnLIE NPOAOBKUTL CTPIMKE 3pOCTaHHSA.

BinbluicTb AebaTiB HaBKOMO CBATKYBaHHA XeN/N0BiHY 30CepeaKyETbCA Ha HE340POBOMY 3aXOMN/IEHHI 3/10M.

Ane AKLLO XPUCTMAHK 36MpatoTbca BpaTh y4acTb Y XeNnoBiHi, Hala nosejiHKa Ta NPUCYTHICTb NOBMHHI BigobparkaTu Hally Bipy B
Bora, Akt nepemir rpix i cmepTb, WO6 cnacTu Hac.

YoMy K XpUCTMAHM He CBATKYIOTb XennosiH?Monpu BiaaaneHicTb Big nepioay cBOro BAHMKHEHHS, XeN10BiH BCE Le 3a/IMWAETbCA
NnoB'A3aHNUM 3 NMOraHCTBOM.

Ha 3aranbHoMy piBHi XennoBiH — Lie Yac PoKY, AKUI Big3HaYaloTb NPUXUIbHUKKU BiKKK, Meperka BigpbmauTBa, K odiliiHa penirin
YaK/yHCTBa, BikKa BBaKag, L0 31 }KOBTHA Bifg3HaAYa€E 4ac, KOIM PO3MEXKYBaHHA MiXK lyXOBHOW Ta $i3nUHOI0 chepamm € HAUTOHLLMM.
IHWKMMM CNOBaMM, Ha AYMKY BipKaHL,iB, XeNN0BiH — Lie HalKpaLwmii Yac, wob cnpobyBaTh B3aEMOLIATU 3 HAANPUPOLHMM LLaPCTBOM.
BaraTo XpUCTMAH PO3YMitoTb, LLLO B BiKLi € NpMx0BaHOI NACTKOM, i BOHa CTasa Ay»Ke NpuBabansBolo ANA HalKnX NianiTKie.

layun pani, aeski 3 uMx NoToMbBIUHNX 3B’ A3KIB Y3roAXKyOTbCA 3 caTaHi3MOM. XeI/10BiH 3aBXK AN NiATPMMYBAB 3B'A30K 3 OKY/IbTU3MOM.
Kpim Toro, nepegymoBa XennoBiHa BK/OYAE HAaBMUCHY NybniuHy AeMoHcTpaLito o6pasis, NycTOLLiB i NOBeAiHKM, AKi 3a3BMYait
CNPUIAMalOTbCA B ByAb-AKUIA iHLLKUIA Yac POKY.

BpaxoBytoum Bce, Lie CTaBUTb XPUCTUAH Y CKPYTHE CTAHOBMULLE.

3 ogHoro 60Ky, € efieMeHTU XeNNoBiHa, AKi HeLWKiaAnBi Ta Becei. 3 iHWOoro 60Ky, XennoBiH MiCTUTb 3/10BiCHI BN/IMBU Ta CNpUAE
nosegjiHLi, AiKa € TPUBOXKHO PeanbHICTIO aNa cimen Byab-AKOro NoxXoaKeHHs. OTXKe, PO3rNAHbMO LU KislbKa KNHOHOBUX MUTaHb NPO
XennosiH.

Yn € XennosiH ceaTom gmasona?

AKLLO MK 3aCHYEMO Hally BignoBsiab Ha iCTOPUYHOMY NOXoAyKeHHI XennosiHa, To Bignosiap 6yae - Hi. OaHaK Le He BUKOYAE Moro
ro/I0BHMX acoliaLili 3i CMepTIo Ta MOraHCTBOM.

Y KOHTEKCTi XpUCTUAHCTBA Ta 6ibniliH1X 3ragok noxoaxkeHHa CaTtaHu abo Jlioundepa mano nos'sasaHe 3 XenosiHom. MNpoTe 38’830K
MiXK [lnaBosiom i XenoBiHOM iCHYE He NPOCTO TaK Yepes Te, Lo NPOTAroM CTOJ1iTb POBMBCA aKLLEHT Ha CMepTi Ta HaBiTb BiNbLu
3/10BiCHUX e/leMeHTax.

Yn € XennosiH XpUCTUAHCbKMM CBATOM?

AK 3ragyBanoca paHiwe, XennoBiH Ma€ NpAmMme KOPiHHA 3 MOraHCTBOM. [1poTe MOrKHa CKa3aTy, WO Cy4acHa iHTepnpeTauia XennosiHa
Ma/l0 Haradye LOoCh, L0 aCOLOETLCA 3 XPUCTUAHCTBOM UM bibieto.

Yu rpix cBaTKyBaTK XennosiH?

Lle npaBaa, bibaisa He MiCTUTb NPAMKX NOcKMNaHb Ha XennoBiH 3a Ha3Boto. OaHak CeATe MUCbMO peTeibHO BKa3ye XPUCTUAHAM NPOTU
y4acTi B NOraHCbKMX NPaKTUKax, NoB A3aHMX 6e3nocepeHbo 3 YaKIYHCTBOM, OKY/IbTU3MOM i MOKNOHIHHAM iHW MM 6OXKecTBaMm.
OAArHYTMCA B KOCTIOM | pO34aTH LlYKEPKU - He Tpix. Tak camo AK He byno 6 rpixom 3pobutu Te K 1 KBiTHA. OHaK, 3BEPHiTb yBary 3
yuMm BK cebe acoLiloeTe, UM BU NpeacTaBaseTe Xpucrta ocobanBo B Taki Nonspu3aLiiHi gHi, AK XennosiH. 3ragainTe, Ak Bu
306pakyeTe lcyca y cBOiN NoBedjiHLi, AK BU B3AEMOJIETE 3 /IIOAbMMU i HaBiTb BUBMPAETE Balll KOCTIOM.

Ane wo roeoputb CeaTe Mncbmo npo XennosiH? CeATe MMCbMO HI4Oro He roBOPUTb NPO XeNnoBiH, ane BOHO AA€E HaM AesKi
NPUHUMMK, Ha OCHOBI AKUX MW MOXKEMO MPUMAHATU BipHE PilLeHHSA.

Y cTapo3aBiTHOMY I3paini YakNyHCTBO BY/10 3/I04MHOM, SIKUI KapaBca cmepTio (Buxia, 22:18; /leeut 19:31; 20:6, 27). BueHHs HoBoro
3aBiTy Npo oKyNbTM3M € uiTKe. [ii 8:9-24, ictopia CMMOHA, NOKa3yHoTb, WO OKY/IbTU3M i XPUCTUAHCTBO HE MAtOTb HIYOro CnisIbHOro.
Po3nosigb npo 4yaknyHa Enimy B [ii 13:6-11 noKasye, LLLO YaKNYHCTBO KaTErOpUYHO NPOTUCTOITb XPUCTUAHCTBY.

OTKe, UM BapTO XPUCTUSHMHY CBATKYBATM XeN0BiH? YK € LWOCh NoraHe B TOMY, LLO6 XPUCTUAHWN O4AraNNCA Y KOCTIOMU Pi3HUX
nepcoHaiB, NepeTBOPIOBaIM cebe B AKICb ¥KaxM Ta XO4WM Bif XaTn 40 XaTu, MPOCAYMN LlyKepKM? AKLLO 6aTbKKM 36MpatoTbea
[,03BOJIUTU CBOIM AiTAM BpaTh y4acTb Y XeNnoBiHi, BOHN MOBUHHI NePEKOHATUCA, L0 BOHU He BTATYIOTb iX B TEMHI CUAM BiabOM,
YaKJ/IYHCTBa, NOraHCTBa.

AKLLO XpUCTUAHKN 36UpatoTbeca BpaTh yyacTb Y XeNN0BiHi, TO IXHE CTaBNEHHA, OAAT i, WO HalBaXKAMBILLe, NOBE/iHKa, MaloTbh
BifloBpaXkaTn XPUCTUAHCBKUI OyX.

MNpuabaiiTe ans Baloi ANTUHU KOCTIOM aHrena, Wwob HasitoBano pagicTio, 3i CBIT/IOM a He oAsranMTe B KOCTIOM CTpaxy.



€ 6araTo LepKoB, AKi NPOBOAATL KCBATA BPOXKAKO» | BKAOYAIOTb KOCTIOMM, ane B 61arouecTMBoMy 3HaueHHi. € 6arato XpucTusH, ki,
pa3om i3 LlyKepKamm Ha XeNnoBiH, po3aatoTb 6poLlypu, B AKMX PO3MOBIAAETLCA NPO EBaHrenie.

PiweHHA B KiHLEBOMY MiACYMKY 3a/1MLWIAETLCA 32 HAMWU. ANe, AK | B YCbOMY, MM MAaEMO AOTPUMYBATUCA NpUHLMNIB. MK HE MOXKemMOo
[,03BO/IUTU HALLIMM BNACHUM NEPEKOHAHHAM LWOA0 CBATA CNPUYUMHUTU PO3AiNEeHHA B TiNi XpUCTOBOMY, @ TAKOX MU HE MOXKEMO
BMKOPUCTOBYBATU Hally cBoboay, Wob 3MyCUTU iHLLIMX CNOTUKATUCA Y CBOIN Bipi. MM NnoBMHHI pobuTtK Bee, AK ana Focnoaa.

LLloao XennosiHa, Tpeba HalIMM AiTAM MOACHUTM 3HAYEHHSA LbOroO CBATA i 3 Y4M BOHO aCOLLiIFOETLCA.

MNig yac cBATKYBaHHA XeNioBiHa, AK i B 6yAb-AKY iHLWY Hi4 poKy, Focnob LiHye Haly NOBeAiHKY Ta CMiIKyBaHHA 3 iHWKWMK, 0CO6ANBO
3 TUMU, XTO LLE He € XPUCTUAHAMM, Wob cioBo focnogHE NPoAoBKYBANO 3pOCTaTy.

Oopori 6atbkun! Bubip 3a Bamu!

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BROTHERHOOD MISERICORDIA CHRISTIANA: Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 3, 2024 at 1:00 pm in the church hall
following the Divine Liturgy. New members are welcome. For additional information, please contact Elena Gella at 514-626-1625.

Lunch will be available.

CHURCH CHOIR: Rehearsals are on Sundays at 9:00 am and at 1:00 pm. For more information, please contact Helena Waverchuck
at (514) 620-9494. New members are always welcome!

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Every Sunday, after Divine Liturgy, join us for coffee and refreshments. This is an opportunity for our
parishioners to meet and welcome guests to our family parish. We very much appreciate donations that help cover the costs.

VISITING THE SICK: Please inform Fr Volodymyr when a parishioner is admitted or discharged from a hospital or nursing home.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Religious education will be held in the church hall from 10:00 — 10:45 pm. For more information please contact
Fr. Volodymyr at 514-947-2235.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Saint Sophie Montreal. We are streaming our services from YouTube. Please subscribe!

GENERAL INFORMATION

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: Please contact Luba Pukas at Ipukas@bell.net if your status, address, telephone numbers or
email address have changed.

YOU CAN NOW PAY WITH PRE-AUTHORIZED DEBITS:

Help your church by joining pre-authorized (PAD) payments. (Forms available on our website www.stsophiemontreal.com).

For your convenience and to support your church with ongoing and consistent support, PLEASE consider joining our PAD program.
Even when you're not in church, there are still regular operating costs required to maintain our parish. And it is only through
regular donations that we can ensure the church will be here for all of us in the future.

MEMBERSHIP FEES: For 2024, UOCC has increased their dues by S5 and Eastern Eparchy by $10. Due to these increases, it was
voted at the Annual General Meeting on March 3, 2024 to increase membership fees for 2024 to $225 per person. Please note if
you are currently paying a Family membership then your fees will be $225 x 2 = $450.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac e-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com. For e-Transfers please use password church. Thank you for your generosity.




History of Halloween

Should Christians celebrate Halloween? Let’s consider what comes to mind when you think of Halloween? There’s a good chance
you think of an assortment of dancing skeletons and decade-old candy corn. But the origins of Halloween extend all the way back to
a group of Celtic pagans living in the Iron Age.

In fact, Halloween originated with the pagan ritual Samhain. This ancient festival was a three-day created by the Celts in Northern
Europe. Translated in modern Irish, “Samhain” means “summer’s end.”

Throughout centuries, Samhain continued in mutated forms until around 609 A.D. when Pope Boniface IV declared a new
celebration.

Initially, Pope Boniface IV created All Saints’ Day or “All-Hallows Day” to be celebrated before summer. All Saints’ Day focuses on
celebrating martyrs and saints who sacrificed their lives for the Christian faith. Later, Pope Gregory Ill moved the celebration to the
fall season to coincide with Samhain.

Over the years, All Saints’ Day or All-Hallows Day continued its evolution into the modern celebration of Halloween. Samhain’s
sacrifices morphed into Halloween’s handing out a different kind of offering: candy. Nevertheless, Halloween contains roots in a
pagan celebration of death and rebirth. So, should Christians really celebrate Halloween?

Do Christians Celebrate Halloween?

It’s safe to say Halloween is one of the most marketable and culturally popular celebrations on our calendar. Clever marketing
schemes across streaming channels such as Netflix and HBO contribute to Halloween’s growing popularity.Sure, here’s the revised
statement with the latest statistics:

Additionally, spending for Halloween was predicted to cross $12 billion for the first time ever in 2023. According to a variety of
statistics, Halloween participation is only going to continue its meteoric rise.

Most of the debate surrounding the celebration of Halloween focuses on the celebration’s unhealthy fascination with evil. Now, are
there things about Halloween that are clearly Anti-Christian? Absolutely. Is there anything inherently evil about letting your kids
dress up as a cheerleader or superhero to ask for candy from their neighbors? Not necessarily!

But, if Christians are going to take part in Halloween, our behavior and presence should mirror our belief in God who conquered sin
and death to save us.

Reasons Why Christians Don’t Celebrate Halloween

Swirling around Halloween'’s fall festivities and trick-or-treating are the not-so-subtle connections to problematic supernatural
practices. Despite the distance from its period of origin, Halloween still remains connected to paganism.

On a general level, Halloween is a time of the year celebrated by advocates of Wicca, a network of practicing witches. As the official
religion of witchcraft, Wicca believes October 31 to mark the time when the separation between the spiritual and physical realms is
the thinnest. In other words, Halloween is the best time to try and interact with the supernatural realm, according to Wiccans. Many
Christians understand, there are hidden traps within Wicca, and it has become very attractive to our teens.

Going further, some of those otherworldly connections align with Satanism. Halloween has always maintained a relationship with
occultism. Additionally, Halloween’s premise includes an intentional and public display of imagery, mischief, and behavior generally
looked down upon any other time of the year.

Within the context of Christianity and biblical references, Satan’s, or Lucifer’s, origin has little to do with Halloween. Yet, the
relationship between the Devil and Halloween exists for a reason. The reason has developed over centuries because of the original
emphasis upon death and even more sinister elements.

As mentioned earlier, Halloween contains direct roots with paganism and historical pagan practices. To most historians, it's unclear
how long the ancient celebration remained strictly a pagan holiday.

Bible Verses about Halloween

Ephesians 5:7-15 — Living in Darkness and Light

Within this section of Ephesians, the Apostle Paul discusses the negative effects of “worthless deeds of evil and darkness.” Paul
compares sin and our harmful decisions to living in darkness. But there is a way to live in the light and walk in obedience with God.
When it comes to living within our modern world, our decisions and obedience to God still operate in the same way. With
Halloween, what matters is how you interact with others, your decision-making, and how you represent Jesus to others.

Acts 8:9-24 — A Magician is Converted to Christianity

One of the Bible’s primary accounts involving supernatural magic follows an interaction between Simon the Magician and the early
Apostles. Simon the Magician was a popular figure throughout Samaria. The local people were often amazed at his magic saying,
“This man [has] the power of God that is called Great.”

One of the apostles named Phillip visited the city. After preaching and living among the Samaritans for a while, dozens of men and
women were baptized and converted after hearing the Gospel. And one of those men was Simon the Magician.

Following his conversion, Simon had another interaction with the Apostle Peter and John. Simon witnesses the duo lay hands on
townspeople to receive the Holy Spirit. Despite his previous conversion, Simon the Magician offers money to Peter and John for the
secret to their trick.




Peter quickly admonishes Simon and tells him to “Repent of this wickedness of yours and pray to the Lord that the intent of your
heart may be forgiven.” Peter corrects Simon by saying, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the
gift of God with money!”

Within Paul’s context, practicing magic arts was seen as a visible threat and limitation to the conversion of others in the area. In
other words, the simple presence of deceptive behavior prohibited the effective conversion of the entire community.

Concerning Halloween, our takeaway should not be to go out and burn down haunted houses. Not only would that cause more
problems, but it also misses the core of this account in Acts.

On Halloween, just as the case with any other night of the year, the Lord values our behavior and interactions with others, especially
those that are not yet Christians. For the word of the Lord to continue to increase and prevail mightily, we need to remain faithful
and obedient to God.

Can Christians Celebrate Halloween?

So, can Christians celebrate Halloween? The answer is a bit more complex than maybe you originally thought.

The Lord’ desires faithful obedience for you and your family. For Christians, Halloween offers the opportunity to model faithfulness
and obedience in our decision-making. As Christians, why are we here in this world? Are we called to reach out to a world filled with
dangers to represent Christ?

Whatever your decision, make it for the glory of God! Pray for opportunities to reach out to unbelievers and strengthen current
believers in a way that builds the foundation of faith in Jesus.
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